CHAPTER (3) 


Mukhatib (Addressee) 


UNIVERSALITY OF CALL (DAWAH) 


The first question that comes into the minds of people concerning any movement is who is this 
movement for? Or, who are its addressees? For example a capitalist movement is for those who can 
control the vital means of economy, the communist movement is for the working class and peasants and 
it addresses only these people. Similarly a nationalist movement invites a particular group of people and 
hierocracy calls only the religious leaders to a platform. It is also very important to know who are the 
addressees of Tahreek-e-Islami and which specific group does it invite. For an answer to this question, it 
is enough to have a glance at its Objective, which was thoroughly discussed in the previous chapters 
with explanations. 


The Deen that is to be established through this objective is final, universal and everlasting Deen of 
Allah and its obedience is a must and a prerequisite for salvation. This position of Islam makes it 
essential for a Tahreek that wants to establish it should also be universal and everlasting. The whole of 
humanity and every single individual should be its addressee and its beneficiary. National, cultural and 
linguistic differences should not be given any importance over it. Hence, the Holy Quraan which is the 
main source of this Tahreek, through its clear testimony, and its conveying Prophet, Hazrat Mohammed 
(S.A.S), have both clarified these facts. Hence, it was essential for this Tahreek to make its call general 
and universal and consider every single individual as its addressee. Its message should be delivered to 
everyone without any distinction and none should be deprived of its call of mercy. Therefore, from the 
very first day itself, it has maintained this position and has clearly mentioned in its constitution that; 


Every citizen of the Indian Union, whether male or female, and irrespective of the community or 
race to which he/she belongs, is eligible to the membership of the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, provided 
that he/she — (Article 6:) 

After "Provided that" those basic principles and functional conditions are mentioned that must be 
accepted, and are necessary for a proper affiliation with the Tahreek. Similarly, whenever its program 
and policy were discussed, this clarification had always been a part of it, "the addressees of our 
Movement shall be both Muslims and Non-Muslims ....... It is a demand of our religious obligation that 
the work of Da'wah should be done among all groups of people". (Policy & Program — JIH) 


A NATURAL DISTRIBUTION: 

Although every human being is an addressee of Tahreek-e-Islami, it is obvious that all individuals do 
not have the same opinion concerning the kind of Deen that it wants to establish. They are divided into 
groups having two different points of view. One group is of those who, as a whole, are followers of this 
Deen and are called Muslims. The second group consists of those who do not follow this Deen and are 
called non-Muslims. Everyone knows that the emotions and sentiments of these two groups towards 
Islam can never be the same and there is a gap of east and west between the two. Therefore, the first 
group, no matter how negligent they may be in discharging their duties as Muslims, and their lives 
governed by an un-Islamic system they are still admirers of Islam. They are associated mentally, 
emotionally and spiritually with it. They consider this as true religion and want to see it flourishing. 


However, the situation with the other group is totally different. They have no admiration for Islam, 
nor any love, or mental and emotional association of any kind. Its basic ideologies, its nature, its 


a) 


b) 


Cc) 


terminologies, its values are all alien to them. Their attitude toward Islam is either of opposition or of 
indifference and negligence & carelessness. This intellectual and emotional difference between the two 
groups towards Islam necessitates that their intellectual and emotional reaction towards the Tahreek has 
to be different and conflicting. 


If this is a fact, then by common sense, the Tahreek cannot address the second group the way it 
addresses the first. Otherwise its argument will become totally absurd and ridiculous and it will never 
find its way into their minds. Though the Tahreek considers both these groups as its addressees, but for 
the above reasons, it keeps them in two different compartments while delivering its message. Further, it 
discusses with each of them in a unique way and with specific evidence that exactly suits their 
psychological and mental conditions as a basic demand of intelligence, wisdom and Da'wah. 


IMPORTANCE OF MUSLIMS TO THE TAHREEK; 


Between the two groups, the position of Muslims is that of First Addressee to the Tahreek and it 
invites them first due to the following reasons; 


1) Muslims are considered as the silent agreeable members of the Tahreek because when a person 
claims that he is a Muslim is in fact an agreement and a declaration that he is a flag bearer of the mission 
of Islam. He is part of that "Khair-Ummah" (best of nations) whose very purpose of creation was to 
enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong. He is a part of the Deen which was revealed by Allah to 
be established and remain established, but today the true picture is entirely different because; 


The mission of Islam has become a decoration of the pages of Quraan. 
Truth has succumbed to ignorance 

Guarding of Ma'aruf (Good Deeds) has vanished 

The popularity of Munkir (Bad Deeds) is widespread 

The Deen of Allah is far away from human lives and the lives of Muslims. 


Therefore no Muslim has to be considered as unrelated towards discharging his responsibilities. In 
other words, he is recognizable only through his struggle to relieve himself from these responsibilities. 
Whether he pronounces it through his lips or not, it is his first and last obligation in life. Hence, the 
stand of any Muslim is exactly the same stand taken by a Member of the Tahreek. Therefore it is not 
wrong to say that every Muslim is a silent agreeing member of the Tahreek. If a Muslim is not 
practically attached with this Tahreek, it may be due to any of the following reasons: 


He may not be in agreement with its unique system or its ideologies, but as far as his 
objective is concerned, it is his objective and obligation as well. 
OR 
He is unfamiliar with his positional responsibilities due to ignorance. 
OR 
God forbid, he is not at all honest in his claim for Islam. 


If this is the standpoint of Muslims, then naturally, it was most essential for Tahreek to consider them 
as one of its own and invite them first. It is as if inviting the members of its own party to collectively 
engage in achieving the objective, and this had to be done first. 


2) Muslims will always be a part of the Ummah as long as they call themselves as Muslims irrespective 
of their actions. Hence, they will enjoy the same religious & national rights (Deeni and Milli Huqooq) 
like any other Muslim and their biggest right is of good advice to them. They should be advised to 


perform good deeds (Maaruf) and abstain from unacceptable deeds (Munkir). Beyond doubt, there 
cannot be a better advice and a well wish than to make a Muslim, a true Muslim. Hence, it is essential 
for the members of Tahreek to fulfill their right upon other Muslims. Beyond doubt, it is the right of 
every human being to be invited to Islam, but based on the Quraan, the rights of good advice and 
reformation of Muslims is supersedes the rights of other people. 


3) For others to come closer to this Tahreek depends largely upon the fact that the Muslims living 
around them can serve as a perfect example. They are considered as representatives of Islam, though it 
is improper. Generally people try to understand Islam through the behavior and conduct of Muslims 
rather than the main source of Islam, i.e. Quraan and Sunnah. This method is certainly against the proper 
rules of investigation and analysis, but this is a fact, and there is no escape from its consequences. 
Hence, as long as Muslims are deviating from Islam practically, it will remain as a stain for the rest of 
the world and it is difficult to imagine people will ever see the true Islam. This is a hard and disturbing 
fact and demands that before inviting others to Islam, those Muslims who have forgotten their duties 
have to be corrected first; otherwise their prevailing condition and behavior will harshly obstruct the 
path of Dawah. 


These are the main reasons why Muslims are the First Addressees to the Tahreek. 
IMPORTANCE OF NON-MUSLIMS TO TAHREEK: 


Muslims being the first addressee to the Tahreek does not in any way mean that its call to other 
human beings can be deferred even for a day. Though Muslims are first due to their specific 
significance, the non-Muslims cannot be neglected even for a second due to the following reasons: 


First Reason: 


The basic purpose of Tahreek and its objective is such that it is a Movement for Non-Muslim only 
because it is a Quranic Movement in its origin and to hold on to its teachings had always been the first 
priority of Muslim Ummah. This mission and purpose of Muslims is explained in the Holy Quraan in 
the following terms: 


Thus, have We made of you an Ummah justly balanced, that ye might be witnesses over 
the nations (Alan-naas), and the Messenger a witness over yourselves; (2:143) 


Ye are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind (Lin-naas), enjoining what is right, 
forbidding what is wrong, and believing in Allah (3:110) 


The wordings of the Holy Quraan "Alan-naas" (Over the Nations) & "Lin-naas"(for Mankind) are a 
clear proclamation that the Muslim Ummah is on a specific mission from the Creator and it has been 
evolved with a special purpose in consideration. Their mission is to bear witness to the Truth and to 
remind the whole of mankind of their Creator and the purpose of their creation. If this is the mission and 
purpose of Muslim Ummah, then a Tahreek arising from within Islam to establish the Deen cannot have 
any different purpose and it is essential for it to direct itself towards "An-Naas" (People). 


Unfortunately, this Ummah is caught-up in an unusual dilemma and its vast majority has forgotten 
itself. Though it claims to believe in Allah and follow the Quraan, regrettably it is unfamiliar with the 
practical applications of this claim. Hence, it is essential for the Movement to address the Muslims, and 
address them first with all concentration. The reason is simply because it is that salt of the sand that was 
supposed to make the whole world salty. When the salt itself has lost its properties, it can never do its 
job until it regains its lost properties. In other words, it was the need of the hour to gives first priority to 
the reformation of Muslims and renovation of their belief. In other words, if Muslims had not forgotten 
themselves, then this Movement would have devoted itself to its original mission and all its Dawah 
efforts would have been confined to the outside world. If the Tahreek is not involved exclusively in this, 
it is not because the Tahreek is such, but because of a contingency plan which made it necessary to 
divert with full attention towards Muslims otherwise, as far as its basic position is concerned, it demands 
that all its efforts should be diverted towards non-Muslims and spreading of Da'wah should be its field- 
work. 


SECOND REASON: 


It is in the interest of the Movement to invite non-Muslims first because it is a known fact that no 
Movement can attain success until and unless a substantial number of the inhabitants of a country start 
supporting it wholeheartedly. However, the situation in India is 90% of its population is non-Muslim. It 
is not just a number count but their social and political status is also very high. It can be said that the 
ruling authority is in their hands. In this situation, it will be thoughtlessness to presume that even after 
neglecting them, the future of the Tahreek can still be very bright and we can reach our destination 
without making a sizable number of them as our hands and arms. Hence, it is an essential & practical 
requirement of Tahreek to address the Non-Muslim countrymen with all concentration and tireless 
efforts to bring them into its ranks. 


THIRD REASON: 


It is the concern of universal brotherhood arising naturally from being born to single parents. This 
concern is always there even with a thousand differences that may arise due to language, color, country 
and beliefs. This relationship is the main source of those natural feelings that arise in human beings to 
love and care for each other. Until and unless his humane nature is not completely dead, a human being 
can never be indifferent towards these brotherly feelings. These natural sentiments arouse him to love 
and care his fellow beings, to wish them good, to help them in troubles and to become restless to protect 
them if they are in dangers. At least Islam wants this and recommends this to its followers. Hence, it is 
important for the flag-bearers of Islamic Movement to nurture these superior feelings and fulfill their 
practical demands. Among these demands, the most essential for others could be anything, but for Islam, 
and Tahreek-e-Islami s that human beings are saved from the everlasting failure in the hereafter 
(Aakhirah). This is the most genuine and highest well-wish for the non-Muslims. 


The real purpose of this Dawah is to make the servants of Allah obey their Lord and follow the 
straight path and by doing so, entitle them to His Pleasure and Success in the Hereafter and protect them 
from everlasting failure in the hereafter. It was not possible for Tahreek to close its eyes from those 
human beings who are proceeding towards everlasting failures and make no attempt to save them from 
this sure destruction. If the Tahreek had not done this, it would have definitely been a self denial of 
itself. As a matter of fact, the feeling of humanitarian love is so strong and so superior that even if it was 
not obligatory the believers would not have sat quietly but would have continuously tried to bring these 
brothers back to the Mercy of Allah. 

These are the reasons that make it essential for Tahreek-e-Islami to make the Non-Muslim brothers 
also as its addressee and invite them to Islam without any negligence and with full responsibility. 


